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§ 1 Judicial power in court of justice; divisions.

Except to the extent limited or abrogated by article IV, section 6, or article V,
section 2, the judicial power of the state is vested exclusively in one
court of justice which shall be divided into one supreme court, one court
of appeals, one trial court of general jurisdiction known as the circuit court,
one probate court, and courts of limited jurisdiction that the legislature may
establish by a two-thirds vote of the members elected to and serving in each
house.




§ 3 Chief justice; court administrator; other assistants.

One justice of the supreme court shall be selected by the court as its chief
justice as provided by rules of the court. He shall perform duties required by
the court. The supreme court shall appoint an administrator of the
courts and other assistants of the supreme court as may be necessary
to aid in the administration of the courts of this state. The
administrator shall perform administrative duties assigned by the
court.
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§ 4 General superintending control over courts; writs;
appellate jurisdiction.

Except to the extent limited or abrogated by article IV, section 6, or article V,
section 2, the supreme court shall have general superintending control
over all courts; power to issue, hear and determine prerogative and remedial
writs; and appellate jurisdiction as provided by rules of the supreme court.
The supreme court shall not have the power to remove a judge.




§ 5 Court rules; distinctions between law and equity; master in
chancery.

The supreme court shall by general rules establish, modify, amend and
simplify the practice and procedure in all courts of this state. The
distinctions between law and equity proceedings shall, as far as practicable,
be abolished. The office of master in chancery is prohibited.




\ 7 Staff; budget; salaries of justices; fees.

The supreme court may appoint, may remove, and shall have general
supervision of its staff. It shall have control of the preparation of its
budget recommendations and the expenditure of moneys appropriated for
any purpose pertaining to the operation of the court or the performance of
activities of its statf except that the salaries of the justices shall be
established by law. All fees and perquisites collected by the court staff shall
be turned over to the state treasury and credited to the general fund.




Article VI, Section 3

“I'he supreme court shall appoint
an administrator of the courts and
other assistants of the supreme
court as may be necessary to
aid in the administration of the
courts of this state. The
administrator shall perform
administrative duties assigned by
the court.”
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559 LocaL
TRIAL COURT
JUDGES

Michigan’s Complicated Judiciary

242 LOCAL
TRIAL
COURTS

20 DIFFERENT
CASE MANAGEMENT

SYSTEMS

165 LocAL
FUNDING
UNITS

150 DIFFERENT
COMPUTER
SYSTEMS

83 COUNTY
CLERKS

WHO ARE NOT
JUDICIAL EMPLOYEES
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Our Goal

An Innovative,
Transparent, and
Efficient Justice
System that Works for
Everyone




Joint Task Force on Jail & Pretrial Incarceration
and Jail Reform Advisory Council
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Executive Order No. 2019-10 and Executive Order No. 2021-5
Joint Task Force on Jail and Pretrial Incarceration
Michigan Jail Reform Advisory Council (JRAC)

Jails Task Force

A joint task force to evaluate justice
systems in Michigan and to craft
recommendations for statewide policy
and budgetary changes grounded in data,
research, and fundamental constitutional
principles, will assist the state in
increasing justice-system efficiency and
effectiveness and in becoming a national
leader 1n justice-system reform.

Jail Reform Advisory Council

The Council must facilitate, assist with,
monitor, and evaluate the successful
implementation of jail reform legislation
throughout the State of Michigan.
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Chief Justice Bridget
McCormack — Chair

Jerry L. Clayton, Sr.,
Sheriff, Washtenaw County

Jail

Robyn Liddell (as designee
of Attorney General Dana

el)

Barbara Hankey, Manager,
Oakland County
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Division

Membership

Heidi Washington,
Director, Michigan
Department of Corrections

D.]. Hilson, Prosecutor,
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Capt. Dale Hinz (as
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Police Dir. Col. Joe
Gasper)
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Melissa Smiley (as designee
of Secretary of State
Jocelyn Benson)

Bill Peterson,
Commissioner, Alpena
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Deb Cain (as designee of
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Elizabeth Hertel)

Vasilis K. Pozios, MD,
Chief Medical Officer,
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NotrthCare Network
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Michigan Enacts Landmark Jail Reforms
-

ISSUE BRIEF September 23, 2021 Read fime: 14 min

Historic legislation aims to reduce incarcerated populations, improve public safety

Projects: Public Saf

ormance
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Michigan Enacts Landmark Jail Reforms
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RELATED EXPERTS

Jake Horowitz
t Senior Director
‘ 'V Safety and Justice
B8 v

Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer (D) signs an executive order April 17, 2019, creating the
Michigan Joint Task Force on Jail and Pretrial Incarceration.

Nick Hagen for The Pew Charitable Trusts

) ARTICLE  April 13,2021
for removing a ¢ TR :
Michigan Offers New Model for Jail
irts handle th Reform
numbers ... for low
ations on their probation rules or simply F i 1

Jail reforms lead to 50% of
Michiganders getting suspended
licenses reinstated

2 Kara Berg
N’ The Detroit News

Published 6:03 p.m. ET Dec. 29, 2022
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Alack of consistent record-keeping and data inconsistencies because of the

O Hear this story

COVID-19 pandemic have made it difficult to see the impact of a package of jail
reforms that were passed in 2020, according to a new report issued by the Jail

Reform Advisory Council.

But the council was able to tell the reforms were doing some good, according to the
report, especially for restoring driver's licenses to people who had their privileges
taken away.

The Michigan Department of State made changes to over 348,000 driving records,
which resulted in more than 150,000 residents getting their driver's licenses back,
according to a press release.
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Task Force on Juvenile Justice Reform
Governor’s Executive Order 2021-6

Governor’s Executive Order 2021-6: ““The Task Force on Juvenile
Justice Reform is necessary to lead a data-driven analysis of our
juvenile justice system and recommend proven practices and strategies
for reform grounded in data, research, and fundamental constitutional
principles. This task force will exist as a partnership between county
and state leaders, as well as other leaders involved in the juvenile justice
system.”




Task Force on Juvenile Justice Reform
Membership
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Recommendations include:

Task Force on Juvenile Justice R =
. Expanding diversion opportunities for youth
Reform Key Recommendation: who are not a public safety risk.

Creation of Juvenile Services Creating a statewide juvenile public defense

Division in SCAQO. system and best practice standards.

Increasing funding for effective community-
based programs, including alternatives to
incarceration, and tying funding to evidence-
based practices.

Adopting data-driven tools to guide diversion,
court, and detention decisions.

Strengthening standards and quality assurance
for local probation practices and statewide
residential programs.

Expanding data collection to measure system
performance, outcomes, and equity
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Michigan Trial Court Funding Commisison

The Michigan Legislature created the Trial Court Funding
Commission (TCFC), through Act 65 of 2017, to review
Michigan’s trial court funding system and make recommendations.
This legislation was enacted in response to People v. Cunningham,
a Michigan Supreme Court decision that determined state law
does not provide courts with the authority to impose costs upon

criminal defendants to fund the day-to-day operation of the
courts.




Task Force on
Forensic Science

Governor Gretchen Whitmer created the
Michigan Task Force on Forensic Science by
Executive Order 2021-04 on April 2, 2021 to
advise about the state of forensic science in
Michigan and to make recommendations to
ensure that the criminal legal system delivers
justice for the people of Michigan. Executive
Order 2021-15 extended the Task Force
through December 31, 2022.
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Task Force on Forensic Science
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Task Force unanimously

approved this report on
December 13 2022

17 Recommendations include:
Create a Forensic Statewide Body

Require Accreditation of Forensic
Science Agencies

Establish Standardized Statewide Process
tor Complaints and Investigations

Establish Model Policies for Disclosing
Negligence or Misconduct

Provide Forensic Science Education and
Information

Michigan Task Force on Forensic Science

Report and Recommendations

December 25, 2022
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Key Initiatives
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What is SCAQO’s role D o
equired Best Practices
in PSCs?

September 2018

Manage grant process

5 o . . FY 2021 PROBLEM-S&LVING COURTS
Pl’OVldlIlg tralmng and ANNUAL REPORT
conducting certifications e =
Providing best practices

Monitoring performance

Reporting to the Legislature




Statewide CMS Infrastructure

Governor and Legislature have approved
$150 million to support the development and
implementation of a statewide judicial Case
Management System (CMS), implementing
a significant recommendation of the Trial
Court Funding Commission.

A single, state-funded CMS will reduce local
court costs, improve data management,
bring greater efficiency in court operations,
and facilitate rollout of e-filing.
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Better Data Management
is Critically Important to
Policy-Making

Pretrial Innovation
Access to Civil Justice

Juvenile Justice Reform

Drversity Equity &

Inclusion

Eliminating
the cost
to trial

Enabling broader use
« of online court
services and resource

Q sharing (e.g., courts

for providing
those
services

interpreters, secure
digital court recording,
transcription)

Eliminating the need for trial court staff to prepare data reports
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ONLINE INFORMATION
AND SOCIAL MEDIA

ONE COURT OF JUSTICE WEBSITE

courts.mi.gov

twitter)

amisupremecourt

facebook.

facebook.com/misupremecourt

Linked [}

linkedin.com/com 31(!‘.’ mICH ‘l( an-supreme-cour
i

You[T})

youtube.com/MichiganCourts

’lwstagmm

instagram.com/msc_1836
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